IT is a great pleasure to be able unreservedly to recommend any book-and this is one of those occasions. To the physician or rheumatologist this small volume outlines precisely what can be expected from the various modes of imaging on patients suffering from bone or joint disease. To the radiologist it presents clearly the requirements of the clinician.
The chapters are well chosen. The illustrations are of excellent quality. A good balance is struck between conventional and more modern techniques, and it is of interest that the authors included computed tomography, ultrasound and nuclear magnetic resonance.
I strongly recommend this book to any clinician who is in the habit of writing X-ray requests for skeletal imaging, and to all radiologists who have to report on such requests. THE Editor states in his foreword that "in the sixties and early seventies enormous gains were made in our knowledge of basic immunological mechanisms, and that unfortunately, clinical use of this scientific foundation has been slow to appear." The book with nine short chapters, written by different specialists, presents the scientific background of various methods of treatment employed to alter immunological mechanisms, together with practical applications of each method. The balance between these two aspects is good, and all authors give fair comments of the shortcomings of treatment methods together with suggestions for future research and development. Immunological treatments other than standard immunosuppression used for many years, are discussed, and these include marrow and thymus replacement in the repair of immunodeficiency, the clinical use of cyclosporin A, the clinical use of transfer factor and the management of infection in the immunocompromised host.
Recently much interest has been shown in illness associated with altered immunoregulation, and this book will undoubtedly assist doctors in the management of patients with these illnesses. THIS book is based on a symposium organised by the Royal College of Pathologists to discuss current advances in knowledge of blood vessel wall metabolism and the various cellular and biochemical interactions at the blood/vessel wall interface which appear important in the evolution of vascular disease. The potential atherogenic roles of endothelial damage, platelet adherence, release of vasoactive agents, smooth muscle proliferation and lipid deposition are comprehensively explored. Other important topics include the pathology of the transplanted blood vessel, diabetic microvascular disease and the effects of hypertension. For those interested in vascular research, this book should provide an excellent overview of the various areas worthy of further investigation. Each chapter is written by experts in that field. A high standard is maintained throughout and a comprehensive and up-to-date bibliography is included. JDB
